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In an ever changing and complex world 
you need someone, a trusted advisor, 
who will engage with you, understand 
your needs and aspirations and help 
you plan for now and the future. The 
EMW Wealth team will find solutions 
for your personal and financial legal 
issues in terms of protecting or 
transferring your wealth. 

Our clients are sophisticated and 
diverse people with a varied array of 
assets including property portfolios, 
land, art, investments, and extensive 
business interests. Often complicated 
cross-border issues are involved with 
assets located in the UK and overseas. 

Many of our clients are entrepreneurs 
or independently wealthy, some have 
significant business interests spanning 
traditional manufacturing, retail, and 
financial services as well as growth 
industries like construction, fintech 
and energy. With easy access to our 
colleagues in the firm’s corporate, 
commercial and real estate teams, our 
advice is not just commercially aware, 
but tailored to fit in with your specific 
needs or exit strategies.

Our clients come to us as they 
recognise that we provide pragmatic 
and practical solutions to help them 
manage and protect their wealth.



ESTATE PLANNING, TAX & TRUSTS
Efficient planning is fundamental to managing your wealth. Whether you’re 
a business owner, an entrepreneur or someone of independent wealth, 
taking steps to manage and structure your assets will protect your wealth 
and fulfil any financial aims that you may have for the future. 

You will want advice that provides solutions not advice that focuses on 
the process. 

We will guide you through the tax, legal and family considerations to ensure 
that you receive the appropriate estate planning advice for your circumstances 
including estate planning, preparation of complex wills, the creation and 
management of trusts and bespoke family investment companies. 

For some clients setting up a trust, whether a discretionary trust or 
charitable trust may be the solution, we also consider any alternative 
solutions that may achieve your aims. The solutions can be as individual 
as you are.

We work with you and your family to implement strategies to meet 
your goals but, where possible, to mitigate inheritance tax and protect 
wealth. We are also conscious of the increase in contentious probate 
and will advise you on the possible claims and work with you to avoid or 
mitigate them.

Clearly it is better to deal with these issues as part of lifetime planning 
but sometimes this is not possible, or circumstances change, so we also 
advise on post death tax planning. 

We regularly work with our clients’ other advisors including accountants, 
foreign lawyers, investment managers and bankers.

The advice we 
provide covers 
all aspects of 
estate planning.

The most appropriate estate planning decisions are made 
when all legal, tax and family matters are considered.



We take a 
very holistic 
approach to 
ensure all issues 
are dealt with.

We offer advice to family members, estate executors or 
administrators on extensive or complex estates.

PROBATE
At a time when families and friends need huge support, our Probate 
team is there to offer a personal and professional service dealing with 
the estate of someone who has died, whether that advice is to family 
members, the estate executors or administrators. 

Our team has a breadth of expertise and administer all types of estates, 
no matter how extensive or complex. We advise on all inheritance tax 
matters including business, agricultural and heritage property reliefs and 
deal with issues arising from valuation of assets. Where necessary, as part 
of our work, we shall provide detailed advice on will trusts but also advise 
on intestate deaths, where no will has been made. We also advise on 
post-death variations. 

Increasingly we are called upon to assist on estates with cross border 
elements which calls for us to work with advisors within this jurisdiction 
and also with overseas advisors, valuers, brokers, tax specialists and 
foreign attorneys, to ensure a smooth process for you and your family.

It is vital to us that an estate is dealt with in the most tax-efficient way 
possible. We take a very holistic approach to our advice to make sure all 
possible issues are dealt with.

LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY {LPA}
How would you manage your business, financial or health affairs if you 
were to either temporarily or permanently lose capacity? There may be 
a time when you are unable to make decisions for yourself. Most of us 
associate losing capacity with the onset of dementia, but it could be due 
to an accident or even be a result of a temporary hospital admission. 

A loss of capacity, whether temporary or permanent, not only gives rise to 
considerable stress for you, your family or your business colleagues, but 
may also have an adverse impact upon your personal or business affairs, 
and in terms of your health, could even affect your medical treatment.

Without an LPA in place, should you lose capacity, the only way decisions 
could be made on your behalf is for someone to make an application to 
the Court of Protection to be appointed as your deputy which can be time 
consuming and expensive.

We have dedicated and experienced lawyers who can advise and prepare 
LPAs. Working with you, we will consider who is best placed to act for 
you to protect your personal and business finances, and deal with your 
medical care in the event you lose capacity.

COURT OF PROTECTION
There are various situations where an application to the Court of 
Protection may be needed. The most common reason is when an 
individual loses capacity and there is no relevant power of attorney 
in place. In those circumstance, particularly where there are complex 
financial, business or health issues in place, it is necessary to make an 
application for a deputy to be appointed to manage those ongoing issues. 

When this situation arises, our Court of Protection team can advise and 
guide you through the court application, which will also include dealing 
with bespoke applications, such as asking the court’s permission to carry 
out inheritance tax planning. 

We also assist those who have already been appointed a deputy or 
attorney, should they need to apply to court for permission to enter into a 
specific transaction i.e. selling or buying a property or business asset.



CONTENTIOUS PROBATE
Our clients come from a wide variety of backgrounds and family 
structures but it is probably fair to say that, as a society, we now see 
more diverse and complex family structures and relationships.

There is an increase of individuals passing on significant estates, often 
with assets missing out certain beneficiaries and skipping a generation, 
or assets passing across to charities. There are more family trusts and 
complex family arrangements than ever before.

At the same time there is an increase in parties engaging in contested 
family disputes. Claims can arise as a party may question the provision 
made for them or others under the estate of a trust or they seek to 
question the administration of those trusts and estates. These disputes 
can be acrimonious and distressing to all involved.

There are likely to be more people who could either claim that they are 
dependent upon you, or who would question decisions which have been 
made in relation to the terms of a will, or the administration of an estate 
or a trust. 

Our Contentious Probate team can assist with all manner of disputes, 
whether bringing or defending claims against an estate or a trust or 
advising the executors and trustees on how to defend such claims. 

We understand that disputes of this nature can be distressing to all those 
involved and that proactive and pragmatic advice, paired with sensitivity 
and discretion, is required. We strive to resolve disputes quickly and 
cost effectively, including consideration of alternative dispute resolution 
options. However, where court proceedings are necessary, we shall 
provide you with comprehensive and skilled advice to guide you through 
the process. 

We now see more diverse and complex family structures and 
relationships than ever before.

We work to 
resolve disputes 
quickly and
cost effectively.



When marriages or relationships breakdown it’s important to get 
the right support and guidance before dealing with / establishing 
any financial settlements or child care arrangements.

FAMILY LAW
We understand that, when experiencing a relationship breakdown, you 
will need supportive advice. Our first approach will always be to consider 
your needs and to then see whether we can reach an agreement with the 
other party, possibly through mediation or the adoption of a collaborative 
law approach. 

Should the need arise, we can pursue court action or discuss the benefits 
of family arbitration which is increasingly used to deal with family law 
issues and of which we are advocates. 

Many of our clients have complex financial arrangements, including 
business and inherited assets, trust funds and assets in other 
jurisdictions. We structure a settlement that works for all concerned. We 
are also conscious that there are likely to be tax consequences, depending 
upon how any settlement or court order is structured, so we endeavour to 
mitigate the tax consequences. 

In relation to financial issues, we will work with you to establish the true 
value of all the assets, including any held within businesses, trusts or 
offshore structures, to provide you with the necessary advice in relation 
to your rights and potential obligations. We can help you to recover assets 
or to defend claims if one party claims assets have been dissipated with 
the intention of defeating a claim. 

In relation to children, we can help you with child arrangements orders, 
including removal from the jurisdiction applications. For cohabitees, we 
can assist you with applications seeking financial provision for a child. 

Our Family team is not only called upon for advice and assistance at the 
breakdown of a marriage or a relationship, but is often involved when 
our clients or their children are seeking to enter into those relationships. 
We have extensive expertise in preparing and advising upon pre and post 
nuptial agreements, as well as complex cohabitation agreements.

If need be, we can also involve family counsellors to provide support.

Our first 
approach is 
to try to find 
agreement.



Our clients vary from buyers, sellers, investors to families 
helping the next generation on to the property ladder.

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY
You may be looking to buy or sell a property, whether in London or in the 
regions, possibly as your main home or perhaps to extend your property 
portfolio.

Whatever the reason, buying a property can, at times, be stressful so 
you want someone who understands the varied issues that might arise, 
someone who can deal calmly and professionally with those issues to 
ensure that the transaction proceeds smoothly.

We can guide and represent you at every stage and our Residential 
Property team, often working alongside our Commercial Real Estate team, 
can assist you whether you are buying a country estate, investing in a 
residential portfolio, developing a plot of land or helping out the next 
generation.

The team are experts in dealing with high value properties and estates, 
particularly matters involving conservation areas and listed buildings or 
property investment portfolios.

If you are helping with the purchase of property for the next generation 
we can advise on the relevant financial aspects and legal charges, 
including declarations of trust and any cohabitation agreement.

Experts in estates, 
conservation areas, 
listed buildings and 
property portfolios.



We get better results when we work and think together; 
working with our colleagues we all act as one firm, always in 
our client’s best interest.

When you need help with your business needs, we work with 
our colleagues to provide you with a complete solution. 

Whether it’s estate planning or commercial advice, we can help…

WORKING WITH COLLEAGUES

Everyone’s situation is different, so if you’d like 
to talk to us about protecting or transferring your 
wealth, please call us on 0345 070 6000 or email us 
at emwwealth@emwllp.com
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